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"What
color?"

is    your    favorite

PERSONALITY OF THE PRESCHOOL CHILD

(4)  A sad face on the black doll for bis
brother.

(5)   A smiling face on the green doll for
his friend Conny.

He proceeds to jump up and down in an ex-
cited manner.

"Yellow, my mother wears a yellow
sweater." He looks at his own sweater. "This
is green, isn't it? I like green." He pushes all
the faces away. "I want to put them all over
there "away from me." He shoves them around
the table and stamps his feet gleefully. "Am I
a bad boy?'7

"I will fix them for you and be good." He
puts all the faces and dolls in a neat pile and
smiles pleasantly at the observer.

"I want to play some more, can't I play
some more, huh?"

"I like playing family, I can play again,
can't I?"

He leaves the table, smiling.

"Not a very bad boy."

"That's all, Eddie."
"There is no more time."
"Yes."

The child's preferred colors are yellow and green, which he relates to
mother and friend. The disliked color is black, which he relates to his brother
and an imagined sister. Purple is for him an emotional color, which he calls
"mean" and relates to himself and to his father. Another experiment with the
same child, to which we have referred before (see page 143), indicates that the
child has a negative reaction to his father.

Our experiment indicates that young children have color prefer-
ences, but that they become manifest only if the color experiment
is done within the orbit of a child's emotional experiences. The
chHd seems not to be able to evaluate a part detached from the
whole, because the part does not evoke his associations or imagery.

A similar tendency appears in children's picture drawings, in
which the normal child emphasizes the whole and not the parts,
G. HildrethC273) made the following observations:*

The first drawings were complete units. They symbolized totality, rather
ivhaB any single aspect of the whole or a miscellaneous aggregation of parts.
These "wholes" were at first vaguely, crudely portrayed, so crudely that it Is
cffl&oilt in the beginning of the series to interpret what the child has drawn.
The first trains were represented simply as circular scribbles, but these scribbles

*Pp. 142